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Immediately, the child vanished and Lord Siva and
Parvathi appeared and took her with them. She became
one with Uma Devi.

24. PERFORMANCE OF VARIOUS

KINDS OF DANCES

Rajasekhara Pandya succeeded his father
Vikkrama Pandya to the throne. He was a great scholar
and ruled the country efficiently.

His contemporary in the chola kingdom was
Karikaal Peruvalathan. He was an ardent devotee of the
Lord of Jambukeswara near Thiruchirapalli. Once a poet
of the chola kingdom came to Madurai and told
Rajasekara Pandya that the chola king knew all the sixty
four arts while he (Pandya) knew one less as he
did not know Bhratha sastra pertaining to dances
(Bharatha-natya), Rajasekara f^lt humiliated. He
therefore, secured the services of persons well versesd
in bharatha sastra and learnt it While he practised the
dances prescribed in the sastra, he felt exhausted. This
made him believe that the Lord who was in an eternal
dance posture ought to feel very inconvenient indeed,
This belief made him pray to the Lord to ease the
burden of the one leg (left) on which he was
standing. Accordingly the Lord shifted the burden to his
right leg. Thus it could be seen that the Lord supports
tiimself on his right leg in Madurai while every where
else st is the left leg that bears his weight.